
2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Paso Robles

Vineyard:
Harvest:
Fermentation:
Oak:
Alcohol:
pH: 
Titratable Acidity:
Bottling:
Suggested Retail:

89% Jack Knife, 6% Bee Sweet, and 5% Blind Faith
September 9 and 29, 2016
20 day skin contact, fermented in small stainless-steel tanks
Aged in four-year old French oak barrels for 19 months.
13.5%
3.77
5.63 g/L
1,353 Cases, May 16, 2018
$20

 Flying Cloud is produced at Stephen Ross Wine Cellars.  For winemaker Ste-
phen Ross Dooley the variety Cabernet Sauvignon invokes fond memories of  his first 
decade of  producing wine in the Napa Valley at Louis M. Martini winery in the early 
eighties.  Stylistically, the wine is hearty and balanced with pleasing aromas and flavors 
characteristic of  the variety, with a sense of  place or terrior and has supple fine tan-
nins.  The name Flying Cloud pays tribute to the Eden Prairie airport in Mr. Dooley’s 
home state of  Minnesota.
This Cabernet Sauvignon was made using classic Bordeaux methods of  production; 
the grapes were de-stemmed and crushed into small stainless steel tanks, pumped-over 
daily during the peak of  fermentation, three weeks of  skin contact, lightly pressed 
with a state-of-the-art stainless steel basket press, and aged in neutral French oak bar-
rels for nineteen months.
Overall, the 2016 was a warm year.  Every month except May was warmer than av-
erage, even with a cool stretch that lasted nearly a month between mid-August and 
early September.  Anticipated El Niño rainfall was less than hoped for (eight inches) 
in Paso Robles, but still greater than the prior four vintages of  drought and appears to 
have had a positive effect on yields and quality.  Yield projections for 2016 were slight-
ly below long-term averages.  The long heat spikes we sometimes get did not materi-
alize, so the grapes moved through maturation beautifully and were in great condition 
at harvest.
  
 
 This is a deeply colored, purple hued, dense red wine with wonderful aromas…
classic scents of  red currant and blackberry with subtle notes of  sage and coriander.  
This is a food friendly Cabernet Sauvignon with gentle, fine tannins and a lingering 
finish of  small dark-red berries.


